
 

 

Figure 1 Flow diagram of searches 

 

 

2562 articles screened  

26837 citations identified using 

search terms 

24275 articles did not meet filter 

criteria 

11 studies assessed the 

effectiveness of HINTS to diagnose 

posterior circulation stroke 

6 studies included in meta-analysis 

5 studies excluded 

- 2 studies overlapped with previous 

studies; we included the last study with 

most patients to avoid duplication.  

- 1 study focused on implementation of 

HINTS in ED rather than its efficacy at 

identifying/excluding stroke 

- 1 study focussed on gait, and did not 

include all components of HINTS 

- 1 study included participants after 

2551 articles excluded 


