
Appendix 1: SARS-CoV2 vaccine development milestones 
 
Date Milestone 

01/12/2019 COVID-19 illness documented 

11/01/2020 SARS-CoV-2 virus sequence shared 

13/01/2020 NIH designs mRNA vaccine in collaboration with Moderna 

03/02/2020 SARS-CoV2 virus sequence published1 

16/03/2020 Moderna Phase I/II trial begins 

22/04/2020 Pfizer/BioNTech Phase I/II trial begins 

14/07/2020 Moderna Phase I/II trial published2 

27/07/2020 Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech Phase III trials begin 

12/08/2020 Pfizer/BioNTech Phase I/II published3 

22/10/2020 Enrolment in Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech Phase III trials complete >74,000 

participants 

09/11/2020 Pfizer/BioNTech announced interim analysis efficacy >90% 

16/11/2020 Moderna announced interim analysis efficacy 94.5% 

18/11/2020 Pfizer/BioNTech announced 95% efficacy as final result 

02/12/2020 Permission for use granted in the UK for the BNT162b2 vaccine 

(Pfizer/BioNTech)4 

08/12/2020 First person receives BNT162b2 vaccine (Pfizer/BioNTech) in UK 

08/12/2020 ChAdOx1 nCov-19 vaccine (AstraZeneca) Phase III data published5 

10/12/2020 BNT162b2 vaccine (Pfizer/BioNTech) Phase III data published6 

30/12/2020 Permission for use granted in the UK for the ChAdOx1 nCov-19 vaccine7 

30/12/2020 mRNA-1273 vaccine (Moderna) Phase III data published8 

04/01/2021 First person receives ChAdOx1 nCov-19 vaccine in UK 

08/01/2021 Permission for use granted in the UK for the mRNA-1273 vaccine9 
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