
Figure 1. Exclusion of studies identified in the search strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potentially relevant studies identified from 

search strategy (n=162) 

 

Eligible trials evaluating efficacy of ICS in 

COPD (N=75) 

RCTs included in systematic review (N=8) 

 

Trials excluded for: 

• ICS not in treatment arm (n=39) 

• Outcomes not patient-related (n=32) 

• Patients with lung cancer (n=2) 

• Patients with pneumonia (n=1) 

• Patients with asthma (n=13) 

Trials excluded for: 

• Studies which did not stratify participants 

according to smoking status (n=66) 

• Non-RCT (n=1) 


